
TOGETHER
FOR A BELOVED COMMUNITY

For  inquir ies  contact :
wbslearn@woninst i tute .edu

Time: 10am - 3pm ET Location: Tillman Chapel at the Church Center 
777 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 

As future faith leaders how can we create
spaces of true belonging and real connection? 

We live in a country that is rich in diversity and intersectionality, necessitating a dialogue
about how to establish spaces of faith where people can believe in and belong to themselves,
as well as have a sense of connection to a larger humanity. We believe religious communities,
faith leaders and those on a spiritual journey can play a central role by embodying their
spiritual values in creating a more just, harmonious, and peaceful world.

On July 8th, 2022, we will host future leaders in their twenties and thirties to explore ways we
can cultivate spaces where people feel seen, heard, and valued. How might we as people of
faith, support individuals and communities connected to their religious and spiritual identities,
to amplify their voice, vision, and public leadership?

Date: Friday, July 8, 2022

2022 Annual Summer Interfaith Forum 



Younghoon Han (Won Buddhism)

Liliane Nkunzimana (Baha'i)

Erol Dincer (Islam)

10:00am: Welcome & Opening Remarks by Rev. Dionne P. Boissière

10:10am: Keynote Speech by Imam Khalid Latif

11:00am: Panel Presentations followed by Q&A

12:00pm: Lunch

12:50pm: Short Greetings from Interfaith Leaders 

1:10pm: Small group discussions 

2:00pm: Musical performance by Rev. Eungjun Lee 

2:20pm: Spiritual Offering

2:40pm: Closing 

 

SCHEDULE

Summer 2022  

The Church Center for the United Nations,
located across from the United Nations
headquarters, came about after church
leaders had worked to build support for the
Declaration of Human Rights and urged
government leaders to ratify agreements that
supported the Declaration. In 1960 a dream
for a Christian center that would support the
work of the United Nations emerged and
became a reality in 1962 when the building
was dedicated. Owned by the United
Methodist Church, it houses tenants such as
Church Women United, the American
Baptists, the Presbyterians, the World
Council of Churches, the Methodist Division
of World Peace, and the United Church of
Christ. Also housed at the Church Center is
the Office of the Anglican Observer.

TILLMAN CHAPEL



KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Summer 2022  

Imam Khalid Latif is the University Chaplain for New York University and Executive
Director of the Islamic Center at NYU.
He was appointed the first Muslim chaplain at NYU in 2005. He was also appointed
the first Muslim chaplain at Princeton University in 2006. Spending a year commuting
between these two excellent institutions, he finally decided to commit full-time to New
York University's Islamic Center where his position was officially institutionalized in
the spring of 2007. Under his leadership, the Islamic Center at NYU became the first
ever established Muslim student center at an institution of higher education in the
United States.
Imam Latif has not only managed to solidify the basis of a strong Muslim community
at NYU that seeks to emphasize inclusiveness and understanding of others without
compromise, but has also worked tirelessly to foster dialogue with people of other
faiths in order to clarify misconceptions and encourage mutual education. His work
has brought him to share stages with the likes of Pope Francis and the Dalai Lama,
and many grassroot movements and diverse communities throughout the world,
especially those who are underserved and underprivileged. He has visited numerous
refugee camps, conflict zones, natural disaster sites, and internally displaced
populations and has helped to raise millions of dollars in humanitarian relief over his
career. Through his work Imam Latif has demonstrated not only an exceptional
dedication to gaining and disseminating religious knowledge and values, but has
begun to carve out a much-needed space for young American Muslims to celebrate
their unique identity and have their voices heard in the larger public sphere.

Imam Khalid Latif



About  our  Panel ists

Ero l  Dincer  
I s lam

Erol Dincer is currently finishing his Masters in Islamic
Studies through Respect Graduate School and School
Counseling at Liberty University. He is interested in
Islamic Psychology and spirituality. At the same time, he
is teaching 8th grade Islamic Faith and Social Studies at
Edep Academy in Wayne, NJ. He also volunteers at PA
House of Hope, a nonprofit that serves families and
individuals affected by mass incarceration.

Li l iane  Nkunzimana
Baha ' i

Liliane Nkunzimana is a Representative of the Baha'i
International Community’s UN Office in New York. Her
areas of work include youth, development, and peace and
security. Liliane has a background researching and
writing issues related to diversity and inclusion. Most
recently, she was working as a community organizer
engaging youth and their families in educational
programs designed to build their capacity to contribute to
the well-being of their societies. 

Younghoon Han
Won Buddhism

Younghoon Han is pursuing a master's degree in Won
Buddhist Studies at the Won Buddhism Graduate
School in Korea. Younghoon is interested in the study
of early Buddhism and the Won Buddhist United
Religions movement. When not engaged in academic
studies, Younghoon instructs youth in Won Buddhist
mind study at the Won Buddhist Temple in Jeonju,
South Korea.



Rev. Eungjun Lee studied music at KayMyong University in Korea. He
subsequently found the dharma path and was ordained as a Kyomunim in
2006 after completing his Master’s of Won-Buddhism at the Won Institute
of Graduate Studies in Glenside, PA. Along with his spiritual journey, his
music further unfolded, which led to advanced training at the Peabody
Institute of Johns Hopkins University. 

 SPECIAL GUESTS 

Rev. Dionne P. Boissière is the Chaplain of the Church Center for the
United Nations (CCUN). Rev. Boissière received her Master of Divinity from
Union Theological Seminary in New York and served both the seminary
community and the local church for over a decade as the Associate Director
of Development and Alumni/ae Relations and Associate Minister of the New
Hope Baptist Church in Danbury, Conn. 

Rev. Doyeon Park has served as a minister of the Manhattan Won
Buddhist Temple and a representative of Won Buddhism to the United
Nations since 2008. Also, she is the Buddhist chaplain at Columbia
University and New York University. She focuses on creating a sangha
(spiritual community) where various individuals and groups can cultivate
their inner wisdom and compassion to live with peace and dignity based
on the teachings of Won Buddhism. 

Rev. Grace Song is the Won Buddhist Studies Department Chair at Won
Institute of Graduate Studies and Buddhist Chaplain at the University of
Pennsylvania. In 2020, Grace became a member of the Philadelphia
Mayor's Commission on Faith-Based and Interfaith Affairs and recently
joined the Steering Committee of the Won Buddhism to the United Nations
Office. 

ORGANIZERS



OUR CO-SPONSORS

Won Buddhism UN & Interfaith Office envisions a world where all individuals and communities
live in peace and harmony based on the Buddhist principles of interdependency and
interconnectedness. As we embrace and work with all faiths we are encouraged to see a
growing awareness that when we advocate Justice, equity and good conscience for all, we are
also fostering sustainable economic and social systems.
https://wonbuddhist.org

The mission of the Won Institute of Graduate Studies is to provide quality graduate-level
professional education and training in the practical applications of spirituality and the healing
arts for the well-being of individuals and society. It is guided by the conviction that meditation
is essential to spiritual cultivation, and that spiritual cultivation is necessary to balance
material and technological advances.
www.woninstitute.edu

The Thích Nhất Hạnh Program for Engaged Buddhism (TNHEB) promotes academic and
public education aimed at cultivating diverse Buddhist responses to pressing social issues. It
seeks to generate innovative and informed discourse on topics, such as violence, climate
change, racism, poverty and economic inequality, incarceration, gender and sexuality,
religious pluralism, and the intersection of contemplative practice and social action.
https://utsnyc.edu/life/institutes/buddhism-program/

Serve as a forum to inform and educate members about global challenges and the
constructive role the United Nations can play in addressing those issues; serve as a forum
for exchanging and promoting shared religious and ethical values, facilitate productive
relationships between the UN and the faith-based NGO community.
https://uia.org


